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KILFORD Jall St

wilford, Pike County, Pennsylvania

Cugstodizn

Sheriff of Fike County, Qwner, Pike
County.

Date of Erection

Built 1814, by Daniel Dimmick

Present Condition

Very good, well preserved, and much
care is taken in keeping it in ex-
cellent condition. Cccuvnied, and still
uged as a Jjail,

Yumber of Stories

Two stories, a basement and an attic.

Materials of Construction

Built of cobble stones, several years
ago, cement added to keep it preserved.
Slate roof, small barred windows, shut-
tered on side where living qguarters are.
Heavy barred deors on cells. '
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HILFORD JAIL
Hilford, Pike County, Pennsylvania.

In one of the most beautifully loocated towns in Penn-~
sylvanie, is the old stons court houss of Milford. It is
one of the most picturesque buildings of its kind and 1s
the s#pond olaest wourt house in Pennsylvenia. It was
built by Daniel Uimnick in 1814 of cobble stones picked up
in the aujacent rields of thes village. Several years ago,
cement was added to preserve it.

In 1871, the great increess in population made it
necessury to change this building to ths County Jail by
which nams it 1s now known and for which pur.ose it is now
useds The present Court Hous= is across the street Trom the
original site.

The building has two stories, a basement and an attic,
and on Lop o:r the building is a cupola. One hundred and
twenty ysars azo, George Biddis, a son of the founder of
nilford made a wooden offi'i_ y ol a giant trout to surmount
tiie belfry or ihe old court house as & weather vanse This
carving was taken down two ysars azo. I% had besn puinted
cnly onee, and had bscome so woather beaten and worn looking,
trat it was deedids. to replucs it. The [isih was carved out
of' a stieck of white pine, 6 foot, 2 inches long. It now hangs
in the Plke County Historical Society.

The bell was placed in 1844, Before that, a triangle
was used to ¢all ths assembly at the Court Houss, and previous
to that, t.e sheriff would mount the cupela and <low three
iong blasts on a tin Lorn. This bsll was later transferred
to tne pressnt Court louss.

In the c2il room on the second Tleoor, is a cell block
of thrse c2lls, each being 8 x 10 with a corridor arcund
the entire ¢ell block. These ure ussd for the men. On The
first floor, is the women's cells
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There is only one small, barred high window, &nd a large
nheavy barred cell deor. all the cells have the same kind
of doors, with the original door latches, and all the
windows are harred on the southeast side of the building.
The north west side 1s given over to living guarters for

the sheriff end his family. ‘Thes® windows are &ll shuttemed

1.

There is one other cell on the ground floor, which is being

repzired and will be made resdy for juvenile cases. There
ig & one story wing on the reasr of the bhuilding, wkich

is used for transient cuses, A ccel shed, 21lso in the rear

is original, The wpresent roof is laid over the original
wood shingled roof.

The only sheriff who was ever compelled to execute
a man in thie Jail, died in april, 1936, The man wss
hanged, 1The rope was attached to the rocf rafter and
around the msn's neck, then he was suspended throuwgh a
trap door on the second floor and dropped to the first
floor.

This building is Early American Colonial in design,
and is of state-wide fame, beauty, and antiguity. It
is in excellent conditvion, and is teing well preserved.

Historic VNaterial obtained from Pike County Histori-
cal Society's collection of newspaper clipvings.




